
Successful Petroleum Release Management

Navigating MT DEQ Regulations, Guidance, and PTRCF Reimbursement 
______________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
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▪ Understanding the process

▪ Getting started on the right track

▪ Communication is Key

▪ Integrating project work and PTRCF reimbursement

▪ Focus on release closure
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Roadmap for Success



▪ Release Discovery & Reporting

▪ Immediate & Initial Actions

▪ PTRCF Eligibility Application

▪ Investigation & Corrective Actions

▪ Subsequent Work Plans & Progression Towards Closure
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Understanding the Process



▪ Gathering Information From Your Client

▪ Is this an emergency?

▪ Who has been notified?

▪ Location and time of release?

▪ How was the release discovered?

▪ Type & quantity?

▪ Impacted areas?

▪ Contact information for those involved?

44

Release Discovery & Reporting



▪ Reference DEQ 24-Hour & 30-Day Reports
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Release Discovery & Reporting



▪ Immediate Action Plan

▪ Mitigate release source

▪ Control migration to limit impacts

▪ Notify DEQ
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Release Discovery & Reporting



▪ Reporting Requirements

▪ DEQ Spill Management & 
Reporting Policy

▪ Do Your Homework

▪ Site history and current operations

▪ Initial Reporting

▪ Discuss the details
▪ Discuss the game plan
▪ Get it in writing
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Release Discovery & Reporting



▪ Initial Actions

▪ Authorized by DEQ outside of a formal Work Plan

▪ Emergency response

▪ Communicate with DEQ as conditions change

▪ Understand the limits of work for PTRCF reimbursement
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Release Discovery & Reporting



▪ DEQ 30-Day Report

▪ Will be requested by DEQ

▪ Form fillable PDF & E-Submit

▪ Assist client in completion

▪ Not eligible for PTRCF reimbursement
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Release Discovery & Reporting

▪ Certificate of Financial Responsibility

▪ Typically sent with 30-Day Report request

▪ Discuss funding sources with RP, DEQ, and PTRCF



▪ Eligibility Requirements (§75-11-308(1), MCA)
▪ The release was discovered on or after April 13, 1989;

▪ From an underground storage tank that was in compliance with the operating permit requirements 
(§75-11-509, MCA) at the time that the release was discovered, or

▪ From a petroleum storage tank that was in compliance with the applicable laws and rules that the 
Board determines pertain to the prevention and mitigation of a petroleum release at the time that 
the release was discovered, or

▪ From an underground storage tank that the Board determines was unknown to both the owner and 
the Department of Environmental Quality and if the owner applies for a closure permit (§75-11-212, 
MCA) within 30 days of the date the owner first knew of the tank and closes the tank before the 
permit expires, and

▪ The release was an accidental release.

Petroleum Release Compensation Fund (PTRCF)
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▪ Ineligible Tanks (§75-11-302(21), MCA, §75-11-308(2), MCA)
▪ Aboveground petroleum storage tanks with capacities of 30,000 gallons or greater;

▪ Tanks located at a refinery or a terminal of a refiner;

▪ Tanks located at an oil and gas production facility;

▪ Tanks that are, or were, previously under ownership or control of a railroad, except for a tank that 
was operated by a lessee of a railroad in the course of non-railroad operations;

▪ Tanks belonging to the federal government;

▪ Tanks owned or operated by a person who has been convicted of a substantial violation of state or 
federal law or rule that related to the installation, operation or management of petroleum storage 
tanks;

▪ Mobile storage tanks used to transport petroleum or petroleum products from one location to 
another.
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Petroleum Release Compensation Fund (PTRCF)



▪ Application for Release Eligibility – Form 1R

▪ Assist RP in completion & submittal

▪ Use information from 30-Day Report

▪ Retain information for RI Report

▪ Communication with PTRCF Staff
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Petroleum Release Compensation Fund (PTRCF)



▪ Release Eligibility Process
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Petroleum Release Compensation Fund (PTRCF)

Form 1-R 
Submittal & 

Review

Eligibility 
Determination 

Letter
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Board Review & 
Ratification

Appeal at Board 
Meeting



▪ Third Party Liability Form – Form 7

▪ Submitted prior to first claim for reimbursement

▪ Identify and leverage insurance coverage before 
submitting first claim
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Petroleum Release Compensation Fund (PTRCF)



▪ Preparation & Submittal of Initial Claims

▪ Communicate details with your client

▪ How the Co-Pay process functions

▪ Designation of Representative
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Petroleum Release Compensation Fund (PTRCF)



▪ DEQ & PTRCF Work Plan Process

▪ DEQ Work Plan request letter

▪ Work Plan & budget submittal

▪ DEQ Work Plan review

▪ DEQ Work Plan approval letter

▪ PTRCF cost review

▪ PTRCF Obligation Letter & Form 3

▪ Completion of Work Plan scope, reporting, invoicing, and 
submission of claims
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Initial Corrective Action Plan & Investigation



▪ Plan A Thorough Investigation

▪ DEQ RI Guidance

▪ “Return on Investigation”

▪ Stakeholder buy-in

Initial Corrective Action Plan & Investigation
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▪ Focus On Closure

▪ What is the best path for your client?

▪ Using the Release Closure Plan (RCP)

▪ What will it take to get there?

▪ Stakeholder buy-in
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Progression of Work Towards Closure



▪ Active Project Management & Work-Flow

▪ Effective Communication with Stakeholders
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Progression of Work Towards Closure

Project Manager

Client PTRCF
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▪ Stay On Schedule & Work Within the Framework

▪ Work Plan & Report deadlines

▪ Communicate developments & necessary changes

▪ Obtain approvals before proceeding
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Progression of Work Towards Closure



▪ Invoicing, PTRCF 
Claims & Budget 
Tracking

▪ Implement a system 
that facilitates the 
process

▪ Invoices organized by 
PTRCF Work Plan 
Tasks
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Progression of Work Towards Closure



▪ Invoicing
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Progression of Work Towards Closure



▪ Invoicing, PTRCF Claims & Budget Tracking

▪ Create a budget tracking tool
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Progression of Work Towards Closure



▪ Keep After It

▪ Be proactive in communication with 
stakeholders

▪ Continuously advance the CSM

▪ Update the RCP

▪ Change approaches when necessary to 
achieve closure
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Progression of Work Towards Closure



▪ Questions?
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Questions?


